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1. Why CLIL? 

2. Building bridges 

3. What is content? 

4. CLIL in 3 Dimensions (of content) 

5. Language(s) = competences 
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Why now?  
 

 
1. Contact hours.  3 hours insufficient. 
 
2. Curricular content – do more in the target 
language 
 
3.  Towards English as a ‘core skill’ (Graddol – 
‘English Next’)   
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English is no longer a (mere) 
language.  It’s a core skill 

 

Using English ‘….in order to do 
something else’ 
 

David Graddol, ‘English Next’(2006) 
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CLIL – 2 ‘types’ 
 

1.  ‘Hard’ CLIL (content-led) – subject 
teachers teaching through English 

 

2. ‘Soft’ CLIL (language-led) – language 
syllabus incorporating more conceptual 
content 

 

 A useful distinction, but ultimately 
divisive. We need to bridge the divide.  
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In subject matter learning we overlook the 
role of language as a medium of learning, 
and in language learning we overlook the 
fact that content is being communicated 
 

(Mohan, B. Language and content; 1986) 
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All teachers are language teachers 
(Bullock, 1975 – ‘A language for life’ - LAC) 

All language teachers are content teachers? 
(Vilnius, October 16th, 2015) 
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Results of becoming more interdisciplinary? 

Subject teachers become more 

‘language aware’  

Language teachers become more 

‘content aware’ 
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‘Content’ 

One of the problems with language 
teaching is the problem of CONTENT.   
 
What content do we choose to use? 
 
What do we mean by ‘content’? 
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Objectives? 

Language teachers work with textbooks 
whose objectives are purely linguistic. 

 

Subject teachers work with objectives that 
are conceptual and procedural. 
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LT Objective: Learn the  
2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic - Global Warming 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are linguistic, not 
conceptual.   

 Who cares about saving the Earth, as long 
as I can produce the 2nd Conditional? 
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CLIL objective: ‘Save the Earth’ 
by using the 2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic – ‘Global Warming’ 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are conceptual & 
procedural.  (Will our proposals save the Earth?) 

 The 2nd Conditional is the vehicle for 
making these proposals (and saving the 
world!).   
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English 
? 

• Real content triggers higher levels of 

communication in the classroom because 

there’s more to talk about  (Linguistic) 

 

• Talking about things develops our cognition 

(thinking skills)   (Procedural) 

 

• The more we talk and develop, the more things 

we want to know!   (Conceptual) 
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In language teaching, we used to think that 

we had to Present and Practise, before really 

Producing. 

PPP =– Presentation, Practice, Production 
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• The (regular) Past Simple is formed by the addition of the 

suffix ‘ed’.  

 

Take the following 10 sentences and convert them into the  

   Past Simple. 

 

Now read out your sentences to your partner. 

 

Now let’s write a story about when you were a child…… 

 

 

PPP – Presentation, Practice, Production 
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• CLIL turns PPP on its head 

CLIL = Production, Practice, Presentation  
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English 
Production, Practice,  

Presentation  
(CLIL = PPP in reverse) 

“Languages are not learned first and 
then used later ; languages are acquired 
while they are being used” 

 (J.M. Artigal) 
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I’m theoretically 

on my way to 

Proficiency! 

The ELT child 
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I’m CLIL-ing! 
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English 

How do we prioritise content but 

still work with language??  

 

 

Think of CLIL in 3 dimensions 
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English 

DESCRIPTION OF PLANETS 
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English 
CLIL = language as vehicle 

 

 

 
To differentiate between the planets in the Solar System,  
BY interpreting, transcribing and producing descriptions  
USING derived adjectives, comparatives and superlatives.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Content to be acquired 

Specific language 
items needed. 

Procedural skills used 
to work on the concept     
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English 
The 3 Dimensions of CLIL 

    3-Dimensional Learning 
Content & Language Integrated Learning 

 

By which we mean….. 

 

Conceptual Content 

Procedural Content  
Linguistic Content 

Copyright Phil Ball 



Copyright Phil Ball 



English 

Conceptual 

Procedural 

Linguistic 
Copyright Phil Ball 



Making things……. 

 SALIENT! 
 

 

SALIENCE 

 

SALIENT 
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The teacher’s mixing-desk (Studio CLIL) 

 Concepts 

 

 

 

   

 Procedures 

 

 

 

   

 Language   
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The teacher’s mixing-desk (Studio CLIL) 

 Concepts 

 

 

 

   

 Procedures    Language 
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  CLIL has a dual focus? 
(Marsh, D. 2002) 
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The ‘single focus’ of CLIL 

   Conceptual and Linguistic knowledge  

   Procedural knowledge (competences)  

Copyright Phil Ball 



The 
individual 

Society 

Nature 

Learning to be 
oneself 

Learning to 
live with 
others 

Learning to 
communicate 

Learning to 
think and 

learn 

Learning to be 
enterprising 

COMPETENCES 
Technology 

Art 

Music and 
dance 

Social 
Sciences 

Maths 

Science 

Physical 
education 

Language 
and 

literature 

Maths 

LANGUAGE(S) 
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English 
Communication? 

Ok!  Give me 

some content! 

It’s a fair deal.  Here’s 

some language to be going 

on with! 

Don’t forget the other one! 
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ball.philip6@gmail.com 
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